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few tires that would be allowed into the landfills, but a very
f ew. Wi t h t ha t , I wou l d t r y t o a n sw e r a n y q u e s t i o n s i f y ou h av e
any. I t's a good bill. It's one that DEQ thinks is necessary.
And would ask you to vote for this amendment.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, Senator S chrock. The Chair
r ecogn i z e s Se na t o r Sch i me k , t o b e f o l l owe d b y Sen a t o r s
Cunningham, Hartnett, and Wehrbein. Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes. Than k you, Mr. President an d mem bers.
Senator Schrock, I 'm so r ry, but I had not looked at this
p ar t i cu l a r am e n dment b e f o r e w e g ot u p h e r e o n t he f l o o r , a nd I ' d
l i k e t o kn ow w h e r e t h i s a m e n dment c a m e f r o m. Wa s t h i s a b i l l
that was considered? Or ...I mean , it ' s a very extensive
amendment, and it's a huge policy decision, in my opinion. So
I ' d l i k e t o kn o w w h e r e i t c am e f r om .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Senator Schrock.

SENATOR SCHROCK: This is LB 14 4 . It was advanced by a
committee by a n 8 t o 0 vo t e . And i t ' s a bi l l br ough t t o us by
t he De p a r t m en t o f Env i r on m e n ta l Qu a l i t y . An d i t wou l d p r oh i b i t
the disposal of tires into landfills. That's probably the major
port i o n o f i t . And i t wou l d s a y h o w we cou l d r ecyc l e t i r es .
And, yes, it is a change. We have been dealing with scrap tires
for about 12 years, and it's tough to get it right. And as you
know, we had a fire down in Nebraska City. We' re
encouraging...I'm encouraged by the fact that I think more tires
are going to b e re cycled into crumb rubber and used on our
highways. A n d o f cour s e , t hey ' ve b e en u s ed i n f oot ba l l f i e l ds
and playground equipment. And we' re trying to head this tire
recycling program into the right direction, and we think LB 144
gets us on e s t e p c l o s e r .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: We l l , t h e r e a r e a l o t o f p e o p l e o n t h i s f l o o r
who don't have the historical perspective on this. And I guess,
would you just outline for them what this grant f und h as been
and what it's been able to do? And are you getting rid of that,
am I understanding right, with this bill?

SFNATOR SCHROCK: No , no , we' re not getting rid of the grant
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